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KRISTA TIPPETT, HOST. I'm Krista Tippett. Today, "Religious Passion falism, and the Young."

MR, EBOOpPATEL. Y oung people want to impact the world. They whseirtfootprint on Earth, and they're going to dsoitnehow. So
when people say to me, 'Oh, Eboo, you know, youhisrsweet little organization called the InteHaYouth Core and you do such nice
things, you bring kids together,' Isay, Yeah, knaw, there's anotheryouth organization out thisecalled al-Oaeda, and al-Qaedas
been built overthe past 25 years and with loid @dis of how you recruit young people and get tloeiink that thisis the best way
they canimpact the word.'

Ms. TIiPPETT. Eboo P atel is ayoung Muslimoutto create amateve. We will not save ourselves and the neriggation of every
faith, he says, by taming religious energy buebyoldening it.' This iSpeaking of Faith. Stay with us.

[Announcamenty

Ms. TIiPPETT. I'mKrista Tippett. In Britain, 24 young peoplene@rrested last month for conspiring to blow ugspager jets bound for
the U.S. Last year young Muslims rioted acrosssPMy guest today, Eboo P atel, is an ambitious,&30-old American Muslimand a
former Rhodes Scholar.

He's working to deepen rather than tame the reisg@nergies ofthe young across many traditiorssneli paradigm defies the wisdom
ofsecular society and he believes it maybe oyrdrdnce for suwival.

From American Public Mediathis Speaking of Faith, public radio's conversation about religion, megnéthics, and ideas. Today,
"Religious P assion, Pluralism, and the Y oung."

Eboo P atel was bom in 1975 to a Muslim familyrafian heritage in a Chicago suburb. In his earyy; B8 collaborated on projects
around theworld, induding Sii Lanka, South Afjiead India. Atthe age of23, after completingdustorate in sociology at Oxford,
he retumed to Chicago to found the Interfaith YioGore. Ofall the diflerences between him anddatholic, Mormon, Hindu, and
Jewish friends in high school, he says, their pebieligious beliefs were the most dificult tttabout. But Eboo P atel believes that
giving young people fluency in the depths of tlearn religious traditions and those of others isknafiextreme urgency.

MR. PATEL: Religious people are changing ourworld. You @ein & corner and whine about it, oryou can béabus and figure out
how we can all work togetherto build aworld wheeeple cooperate and live together in some santiddial loyalty.

Ms. TiPPETT. Eboo P atel's Interfaith Youth Coreis creatinggaevel interactions based on service among scieriés and young
adults of many traditions. He calls this work 'rd@diplomacy.” In many cultures, he says, religi@ders and leaders can be dificult
to engage with difierent beliefs, but their childh&ve an openness to meaningful interaction andabsibility of change. And as Eboo
P atel himselfdiscovered, appreciative engagenignothers often deepens one's own identity.

Islamin Patel's family was important, but not &t. At college, at the University of Illinois, ke faith behind but was drawn to sodal
action.Hewound his way back to Islam after beagmivolved in projects ofthe Catholic Worker Heusovement that was founded
by the 20th-century sodal activist and presentlicate for Catholic sainthood Dorothy Day .

MR PATEL: | joved the songs, and Ibowed my head when theseprayer. The cross, the blood of Chiist, therrestion, those key
synbols didnt speak to me in the same way thatstheke to Christians.

MS, TPPETT Right.

MR PATEL: And at some point, a Catholic worker leader pattaind on my shoulder and said, 'Kid, you've gbhtbaway to engage

in sodal justice mind, body, and soul! And s@d&n reading in other religious traditions, anelriegttinaly enouah, kind of avoided
Islamuntil | met mv arandmother acain. and thim e summer 0f1998. | went to Bombav. India.dbhmmer before | went to
graduate school in England, and | discovered tiyanandnother had this 40-year history of housiatiened and abused women in her
apartment in south Bombay. And she brought otih@ede Polaroids ofthese women from Hyderabad ajat& and Tamil Nadu. And
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then finally, at the end ofall these stories, hted to hear my grandmother's story. I said, Whyal do this?' And she said, 'Because
I'ma Muslim, and this is what Muslims do.' Anabiés like heaven cracked open and spilled onto me.| Aealized that therewas a
Dorothv Dav fiaure in mv faith. in mv familv. lwadandina in an Indian-Muslim Catholic worker hause

MS, TPPETT Had you not known this about your grandmothehastyou just not paid attention to it, do you tRink

MR, PATEL: v ou know, I hadnt paid attention. | mean, my grenther was the woman, you know, who came to Amdicone
month ofthe vear and kind of noked herbonv finaenv chest and said. ‘Are vou savina vour nradersd 'Are vou. vou know.
'0iving your money to the Muslim community?' andéAou going to marry a Muslim gid when you grop?2UAnd it was like, you
know, ''m12. | just want to skateboard.'

MS, TPPETT oK, and it seems to me that youve become endadiei field of thinking hard about religion, igibn in a pluralistic
culture at ayoung age, and that you care deephasnquite sensitive to why young people, and oneethat's very much in the
news, young Muslims,seemto be susceptible temit. ..

MR, PATEL: Right.
MS. TPPETT  religious ideas. How do you think about that jatmeenon? | think it is something that many peoplainculture are
puzzled by and would like to understand better.

MR PATEL: | think about the phenomenon ofyoung peopleirabin religious violence primarily through thinkirabout what young
people want. And | think that Gwendolvn Brookshistbeautiful line foma noem called "Bov Breaka<s" articulates it best. and she
speaks as ifshewere a young person. She sapsl'create if not a note, a hole. Ifnot an awerta desecration.” Young people want
toimpact the word. They want their footprint oarf, and they're going to do it somehow. And &fdimly way that they get achance to
dothat is by destroying things, then we shoull@$umrised ifthat's the path they take. So \wleemle say to me, 'Oh, Eboo, you
know, you run this sweet little organization callled Interfaith Y outh Core, and you do such nigegih, you bring kids together,' | say,
'Yeah. vou know. there's another vouth oroanizatigrthere. It's called al-Oaeda. and al-Oaedals biilt over the nast 25 vears with
lots of money and with lots of strategy and witts lofideas ofhow you recruit young people andiogt to think that this is the best
way they canimpact theword!

Ifvoulook atbin Laden's writina and sbeakinasiedficallv articulates. ‘And we are callina toeina peonle of Islam.' Well.there's a
reason for that, because he has asense of tH®fmwcof 16-to 24-year-olds. On the other hafighu go to alot of, guote,
mainstream religious communities, you look arowand,you're like, 'Where are the 16-to 24-yearlftsey're not here.'| think what
we have to do is figure out how to involve themdAumnfortunately, religious exremists have jusirbeuch more effective at that.

MS, TPPETT 56 as lunderstand it, | mean, the work you'readobw is having, rather than theological discauss®the foundation or
simple sodal gatherings, you're actually brinoyogng people together to engage in projects.

MR PATEL: That's right. The first thing they do is have emmn experience of seiving someone else. They voiilti houses
together. They would tutor children together. So kave this opportunity to see kind ofthe besbimebody else's tradition as you are
practicina the best in vourown. And then vou hihigonportunity to sit toaether aterwards andiabt articulate that. sav. 'Thisis
whatit is in Islamthat inspires me to tutor tfedugee kid: It is sura 93 that does that. Andlyear this Christian kid talking about
Matthew 25, and you hear this Jewish kid talkinguakkun olam_aAnd that can be a song. For many people, it Y ou know,

most ofthe times when we deal with kids and etfigive sit them down and we say, "You believe irsédo right?' And the kid says, 'l
believein Moses. But when vou ask the kid. Wt about Moses that inspires vou to be a leatiéafd. that kid believes in Moses in
a wholedifierent way.

MS. TPPETT This is also about people giving each other ti@iheir questions as an outsider, someone &difierent tradition
asking an interesting question of another, andthanquestion itself causing the person who's beked itto go deeper, to think
harder.

MR, PATEL: | think that's exactly right. | mean, there'restabuge parts of ourlives that are entirely pevahey're our religious lives.
And | felt like when | was in high school like I eaiding this stufffrom my other friends. | didn/ant themto know about Friday
prayerin Islam. | didn't want themto know aboanigdan. | was, forsome reason, embarrassed tlababst. And |think pethaps the
most wonderful sumrise that we found in doinanfatth vouth work is how exdted 16-vear-old rebias kids are about talkina about
their religion with otherkids.

| got aphone call roma Catholic mom, and she,sladon't know what you've doneto my son, bterdfe's gone to a couple of your
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programs he's starting to wake up early on Sundéy etting the whole family to go to church. Anglouild love to tell his grandmother
about this, except I'm afraid of admitting to Hettwe had stopped qoing to church for awhile!

Ms. TIiPPETT. Activist and organizer Eboo Patel. Here are sooreeg from a discussion he led recently with agoidiverse teen-
agers after an afternoon oftutoring immigrantcteh.

(Beginning of Inte faith Youth Cor edisausson)
MR, PATEL: 55 today we were teachers, and teaching is akactiea point of enormous significance acrosgiods traditions. So

what | want to beain with is talkina about imooiteeachers in our difierent relicious traditionsl avnat thev inspire us to do as we
moveon in ourlives and teach others.

UNIDENTIFIED  OUNGy/OMAN 41 - The first one is apiece I'mleaming in my owmakh class, and it's Rambam. And heis important
because we're studying about who you should gigetygito. And he says that the one quy who, yowkredaims to be starving should
besaved, should be given money right away. Badoesays you should be a light unto all natiomsyaru should help everyone
equally. And Ithought that was pretty prevalemtlfis group. But | also felt like Rashi is a reainportant scholar because he, for me,
personallv. because he alows his dauahters todraklee same oblications as men. and thev lean tmanv Judaic thinas that women
are still not today allowed to do in many tradisoAnd so, for me, he's avery powerful teacher.

UNIDENTIFIED y OUNG AN 41 -Well, the most powerful thing | taught is justhink, just like informing everybody about my raig,
my Catholic religion, my Catholic faith, and tetlithemwhat I'm about. And the most important tHingleamed is learning about
everybody else's religion, how we all have sintilesi and sayings about keeping peace, like invitth@r people who have dothes or
stufflike that, it alnost matches up.

UNIDENTIFIED y OUNGpOMAN 45 - Because P rophet Muhammad, peace be upon Himaugistby the angel Gabrid, that means that
ever one of us needs ateacher in orderto uraddrst leam somethina.

MR. PATEL: s there something particular about one of P rophtammad's, peace be upon Him, teaching th atyki about?

y OUNG\/OMAN 45y eah. Education is mandatory upon every humargbeiale and female. And it's mandatory, whichtisrigsting,

its notiust. like.vou know. iflearnina somethiis left to. like. one part of the pooulation .ritilke rest ofthe poobulation will. vou
know, benefit romit. So everyonehas to leam.

UNIDENTIFIED  OUNG \jAN 45 -Wwell, like, I've known that we all have sharedresl and that we all speak for peace and equatity an
stufflike that, but | didn't know that the sayingshe Qur'an,inthe Torah, in the Bible, matphalmost word for word.

Ms. TiPPETT. From a discussion at the Interfaith Youth Coreafied by my guest, Eboo Patel. His approach afecténgaging
religious ideals and difierences cuts against thim @f some Westem civic instincts. These indiftte says, are failing us as our
societies grow more pluralistic.

The French, for example, have attempted to preeligious tensions by forbidding public expressiofieligious identity. By contrast,
in India the political economists Ashutosh Varshnhay studied why some dities remain relatively eghren Hindu-Muslim tensions
rise and others explode in violence. He found dvét associations to engage people around divelggous identity can make that
diference. Eboo Patel says Americans often wrosigihpose thatin orderto show respect for thebalif others we must be discreet,
even silent, about our own.

MR PATEL: | think that that is perhaps the biggest miscotimesin the way we think about religion in publite] And here's an
example ofthat. Iwas asked to give an addressligiion and social action at Berea College, wisdhis small Christian collegein
Kentucky.And the hall where they have these speseigtheir chapel. And this very sweet liberalfiganember approached me and
said.'Listen.if vou want.we can coverthe crifs®u feel uncomfortable as a Muslim speakindwftis cross behind vou.' And | said,
"You know, it's that cross that brought me heris.your Christian conviction that asked a Muslihodelieves in interfaith social
action to come here, and | would not feel comfdetalying, Bismillah ar Rahman ar -Rehim i the name of God, the conpassionate,
the merciful..."

MS. TPPETT Andthat's the beginning of Muslimprayers.
MR. PATEL: That's right. Thats right.

MS. TPPETT v ou're also kind of countering some ofthe idbas tre out there about why religious extremisnphep, that it's a
responseto modernity, and you're sort of saviegyou don't seeit that way.

MR, PATEL: That's right. | mean, ifwe understand modemstpeople fom diferent backgrounds living in dagerters, which is
something that didn't happen as otten perhaps d&B ygo. The southwest side of Chicago 100 ygans as largely Irish Catholic.
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Now you'll hear the chanting of Buddhists in plages!'|l smell Mexican food and Arab food. You ddreve to kill the new people
coming in. A lot ofreligious scholars say, Weblu know, religious fundamentalism, or extremissihie inevitable response to
modemitv.' Ithink it's one resnonse and. unfoatatv. the neonle who want to respond that wavademitv have built much stronaer
structures than those of us who seek to respothiétexistence of diversity by building cooperatide haven't built very strong
strucures.

MS, TPPETT \Where do vou see examples of how those same enari those same situations of pluralism, mogteand religious
enermies can be channeled difierently? | mean, istléffierent when it doesn't tum to violence?

MR. PATEL: There are so many beautiful examples. And if ookd at any ofthe great freedom movements ofitre@ntury,

whether it's the struggle in South Africa or Hinde®aj in the subcontinent orthe civil rights striaoin the United States, the leadership
ofthose movements was not onlv relicious. it viaesrfaith in character. So I think about the Revé@r. Martin Luther Kina Jr.
meeting the Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel in 196Biicago and themfinding common ground on theTelstament prophets, and
then them marching togetherin Selma a couple yaians And Rabbi Heschel saying, "l felt like reg$ were praying."And the most
influential person in King's life is, of coursesus, but perhaps the second most influential iafanaked Hindu from India, Mahatma
Gandhi. And Kina credits Gandhi with takina thedosthic ofthe sodial aospel of Chiistianitv andkimait a social reform movement.

MS, TPPETT. And, you know, Martin Luther King comes up so mudartin Luther King and Gandhi, | mean, you kndivese few
names we've mentioned. Are there other fiaureghiitewho we don't know as much about?

MR, PATEL: sure. Let me say onething about King and Garglhipw young they were when they started. When Hedghe bus
bovoott. hewas 26. In South Africa. Gandhi wasvBén he led the first movement aaainst the raess baws. But thev are far fomthe
only examples. | mean, | think about Farid Esatiq'svagreat hero of Islam of mine who helped gtaMuslim Y outh Movement in
South Africa, which played a key role in the stieadithink about Abdul Ghaffar Khan,who was knoasthe Frontier Gandhi, who
was aPashtun from Afghanistan and said that ti@®is a document of peace and would sit with Giaind/illages in Indiawhere
there was Hindu-Muslim tension and chant alteneitirom the Bhaoavad-Gita and from the Our'aninsiavAs lona as the word of
Godis heard, that's what's important.’

Ms. TiPPETT. Eboo P atel. I'm Krista Tippett, and thiS§waki ng of Faith rom American Public Media. Today, "Religious Bi@s,
Pluralism, and the Young." My guest, Eboo Pated,visionary organizer of young people acrosstioadi. He set out to deepen their
religious identities and channel their natural ibdsh make adiflerence toward service. At thecdgd®, his own energy is considerable,
and his goals are ambitious.

MR. PATEL: |1l tell you astory that helped me start thesifaith Youth Core.
MS, TPPETT oK.

MR, PATEL: |was at aWord Coundl of Churches conferencestlyears ago in Cyprus, and the keynote spealsenebanese
Catholicpriest. And he began his speech by saYihaye a position ofsomeinfluencein the Middhbst. | amthe director of religious
education for all the Catholic schools ofthis igalar Catholic order in the Middle East. And pervhat 'm doing is I'm transforming
the way Islam and Judaism are taught in these clhaaght not as competing religions but as kishdedigions. And he said, "You
know where I gotthatidea fronf? Right here in thism 20 years ago at aWoird Council of Churcleedecence. | was brought on a
vouth scholarshin. and it's where | first heardidiea that Catholics and Jews and Muslims shoulibbeto coonerate.' And that's the
way that | seethe work that we're doing. So wéwath all these kids from different religious backunds. And, you know, Catholic
school kids sometimes grow up to be cardinals Jamdsh girls sometimes grow up to run a Jewishrdgide. Word Youth Day started
in Rome 20 vears ago, couple hundred thousandAidscade later in the Philippines, it had milliafsids. The pope transformed the
wav vouna neople think about beina Catholic.

MS. TPPETT Did you seethat photo collagelile New York TImes this year after the Catholic Youth Day? Were ttieu, six, or
eiaht nictures ofkids romall over theword. ahalas so beautiful. Thev were so difierent andlitio.

MR PATEL: That's right. You know what | find so fascinatik@ista, is people who don't deal with religionukamly have this
stereotype about what religious kids look like.

MS. TPPETT. Right. What would a Catholiclook like?
MR PATEL: Exactly.
MS, TPPETT: These pictures were nothing that you would imagine

MR, PATEL: Nose piercings and purple hair. We seethat aliithe at the Interfaith Youth Core.
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MS, TPPETENow, | saw— you and |were both at the Mayor's/BrBreakfastin Chicago, and there was a grogef—now, they
were part of your organization, right?

MR PATEL: That's right.
MS, TPPETT | mean, "kids" we're saying, | think they werelioly, what, 14 to 24 maybe? They werent all weong.
MR, pATEL. Right.

MS, TPPETT And they did a presentation on the stage. Angldyl honestly, even 1, in this line ofwork than ih, | mean, sometimes
when | hear there's going to be a presentatianteffaith youth, | might think that it's going te@ kind of...

MR, PATEL: Kunbaya-ish.

MS, TPPETT yeah. Thank you. And it was exremely moving aroissantive and interesting and unpredictable. AndHinking also
that therewas in that group, and it was a rané@efrom difierent backarounds — religious andhet — and | think there was also a
young woman who was atheist or not religious?ds tight?

MR PATEL: 1t's probably the case.

MS. TPPETT vean. | mean,in the spectrum of spirituality iraulture today, and I think young people are @stigopen about this,
there's also the stance of strugaling with relicaon asking big questions, but not embracing #ultions. And that whole spectrum, |
think, is represented in yourwork. Is that right?

MR, PATEL: Kind of.
MS, TPPETT. Kind of OK.

MR. PATEL: Right. We deal mostly with kids who identify withreligious tradition. You know how I think aboutradition? 1 think
about Ani DiFranco playing Woody Guthrie's 'Do Re"M

MS, TPPETT. say some more.

MR, PATEL: That's the tradition of folk music. And Woody Gugtis one ofthe founders ofthat tradition. Andew Ani DiFranco gets
onstage and she says,'I'mqgoing to play a somgriy forefather, sheis saying, 'l know thatinedrom somewhere.' But she doesn't
play that song exactly the way Woody Guthrie playaight?

I aminspired by my grandmother in India to do Niustocial action work, but her expression oftlsahithis very 1950s Indian way.
It's taking people into herhome. My expressioMaslim social action is founding an intemationahprofit organization. So the basic
value is the same, but the expression changess Tbat | understand atradition. The basic vanestradition, compassion and mercy
and sodal action and love, stay the same, betrélift generations give diferent expression toettoisgs.

MS. TPPETT: Talk to me about some ofthe problems you havetendhallenges in doing interfaith work in easBcentury America
inour culture. You know.what aoes wrona? Whardo have to struaale aoainst?

MR PATEL: 1) tel you what lused to struggle against bref®eptember 11th was people saying, Isnt religead?' | remembera high
school friend of mine wrote me an e-mail and S\Aidhat's this? I'm hearina vou're doina this thiadietl interfaith work? What
happened to you, man? You ran offand joined tieefuth sodety. And then September 11th happamethen the election 0f2004
happened. And all ofa sudden we discovered thatkgow,The Passion of theChristjs anpngst the most popular movies a couple of
years ago, and all ofa sudden we discovered fitatRaren'sThePurpose Driven Life s the best-selling book in the world for two
vears.And we wake up and realize that 80-bluseneaf our countrv believes in God. that over hetifilarlv attends a relicious
service, and we say, 'Who are these other pedpid?hat's one ofthe things, frankly, that | finteresting about the mediathat | listen
to — National Public RadiotheNew York TImes _ is there is something about when we talk abdligion, there is something ofthe,
‘Isn't this curious?' phenomenon.

MS, TPPETT \well, weren't they dead vesterday?
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MR. PATEL: Exactly. You know, there are the aardvarks anckthee the religious people, you know? Watch themabe in their
ecologies. And perthaps that's one of my — thétlg ehallengeis now that we are as a culturetheeideathat religion is dead or
dving, thereis an increasing voice in our cultia said it should be dead ordying, that, yowmkrid/hy are you voting Jesus?' 'Why
do you leave work on Friday at 1:00 to go pray Thicrazy.'

And theway that | talk to my secular friends alitiat is, first ofall, you would never say thababsomebody's ethnic background, you
would never say that about somebody's racial ilentu know, Why do you eat soul food?' You'dereask that. You have aqut-level
respect forpeople's identity when it comes toieliyngender, dass, race. Why not religion? Amd second thing is religious people
are changing ourworld. You can sit in a comenainhe about it,oryou can be onthe bus and égut how we can all work together
to build aworld where peonle coonerate and liaettioer in some sort of mutual lovaltv. I'l tellwsomethina. Muslims are not aoing

to stop being Muslim, Christians are not goingtép $eing Christian. The question is, the challeagieow do we promote away of
being Chiistian and Muslim and Jewish and BuddindtHindu that lives in cooperation with other dedp

Ms. TIPPETT. Interfaith Youth Core founder and director EbobteP &lere's the illustration he mentioned of hifindteon of tradition:
Woody Guthrie's "Do Re Mi," ollowed by Ani DiFran's contenporary adaptation.

(Excerptsfromboth s o
MR, WOODY GUTHRIE (GINGER,SONGWRITER- (snging) N ow, the police at the port ofentry say, "Youuenber fourteen thousand for

today.Oh,ifyou ain't got the do re mi, folksuyain't got the do re mi, why, you better go bad¢autiful Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas,
Geomia. Tennessee."

MS, AN D!ERANCO (NGER,SONGWRITER. (singing) |fyou ain't got do re mi, then, ifyou ain't gzt re mi, better go back to your
beautiful Texas.Oklahoma. Kansas.Georaia. Termeess ) ) ) i )
Ms. TIPPETT. This isSpeaking of Faith. Atter a short break, more conversation with EBabel, induding why heloves and admires
evangelical Christians who want to convert him.

At speakingoffaith.org, listen to this program ageiour archive section. You can download an rop@tir desktop osubscribe
to our free weekly podcasisten when you wantwhereveryou want. All taisl more at speakingofith org.

MS, D'ERANCO: (dnging) Do, adear and female dear. Re, adrop of golslen\d, a name | call myself. Fa, a long long wayun. Its
alonglong way to run, along way to run to Califa.

I'm Knsta Tippett. Stay with uSpeaking of Faith comes to you rom American Public Media.

MR. GUTHRIE. (snging) v ou want to buy you ahome or a farm, that caeet dobody harm, ortake your vacation by the nansbor
sea.Don't swap yourold cow for a car, you bet@y ight where you are, you bettertake thigliib from me. 'Cause |look through
the want ads every day but the headlines on therpaways say: Ifyou ain't got the do re mi, hggsl ain't got the do re mi, why, you
better ao back to beautiful Texas. Oklahoma. Kaiidesraia. Tennessee. Califomia is aGarden ofiEalbaradise to livein orsee:
butbelieveit ornot,youwon' find it so hoydu ain't got the do re mi.

[Announcamenty

Ms. TiPPETT. Welcome back t&eaking of Faith, public radio's conversation about religion, megnethics, and ideas. ImKiista
Tippett. Today we're exploring a new approach igieeis passion, pluralism, and the young, the ved e young Muslim-American,
activist Eboo Patel. Growing up in a Chicago sulam® |ater as a Rhodes Scholar, he began to questieducated assumption that
religious identity among the young must be disedig@r dangerous in apluralisticword. He foundesl Interfaith Youth Corein
Chicago when hewas 23 years old. And it now ha®ach in several countries. Patel in his staftameently launching anetwork of
communication and exchange between youth of difiefths in Chicago and in Amman, Jordan. The Gargs together young
peopleto work on sewnice projects. Friendshipdisdussion flow out of shared experiences thalievas Patel says, practicing the
best ofone's own tradition and seeing the besb et in others. He insists that this is not meesigm; itis a pragmatic and genuinely
enlightened responseto the plural religious vigahe word we now inhabit.

MR, PATEL: |ve come to the point, and perhaps this is myosm, | say, Well, you know, ifyou want to ty leap to the moon, you
cantry todothat,too. That's the parallel toiwayour flag and saying religion should die. @ieer thing is it's, you know, it's,
frankly, preiudidal, it's--Louis Lapham, in Hantsemwrote this screed about how America's recémiiicetion with religion is ruining
this countrv. And he said. When | was at Y aléhin 1950s. the onlv thina we talked about was tlaoany of God's death. And I'm
thinking to myself, 'Thatis amongst the most itisglthings that you could say to 85 percent ofivamuntry people.'

MS. TPPETT Right.

MR PATEL: 50 that might fly in certain spaces on the Uppaat Side of New York, but let me tell you somethiymu are going to hurt
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alot of peoplein the vast swaths ofthis worlgdfi go around saying that.
MS. TPPETT | |ikeit also that you are concerned about treattise Louis Lapham, | believe, was writing maailgut America's
Christian intoxication, right? But, you know, yaeiMuslim and you're also saying...

MR PATEL: Right. In fact, particulary evangelicals, rigabd we work with a lot of evangelicals. And | havazy respect for
evangelicals.

MS. TPPETT What do you mean by that?

MR PATEL: There's agreat linein aP aul Simon song, "Faiéim island in the setting sun, proofis the botine for everyone." And
peoplewho can keep ideas ofthe transcenderdrindi their face in aworld dominated by the niatere people that have eamed my
respect ahundred times over. Now. | miaht disaantreevanaelicals on alot ofthinas. but | kndvattAIDS in Africawould not be
addressed in the same way without evangelicalseaonl know that there would be alot of womek @stern Europe and Southeast
Asiastill in prostitution if not forthe work of@ngelicals.

MS. TPPETT vean.

MR, PATEL: And 1100k at themand Isay, 'You know, we canknogether on this. My Muslim values have aprofboverlap with
yourevangelical values, and ifyou feel the neeatéy for my soulin your church, you go right atheThat is your right in this
country. And ifyou feel that's an obligation ofiyaeligion, please do that. And when we're togetiees not spend all of our time
trvina to convert each other. let's snend somepfioe trvina to helo otherneonle!

MS. TPPETT When you talk about understanding or assertirtyigion is not going to go away, religious pesisi are not going to
die and thereforewe haveto find new wavs of btiaious toaether. it seems to me. in what | e u and know of vourwork.
that, you know, part ofthe new paradigm you'regesting is to say, 'Yes, I'mgoing to be workirbediy side with people who would
liketo convert me, and that's OK.' You're not pting some ofthe framework of what weve takeaaptable dvic behavior.

MR. PATEL: That's exactly right. Interfaith work has beenstarcted as ifit is primarily about belief So vegtying to change the way
Christians believe about Buddhists. The way teeelthatis somebody's beliefis their own busirtieissnot my right to tell you how to
think about God. Itis not my right to tell you howthink about heaven.But itis my right to say live on the same block together, we
livein the same citv toaether. weve aot to aiet lnht. Can we at least wave at each other wieawalk down the street? Can we
coach each other's son's ordaughters little BssEam, can we maybe start ablock dub togetheefe8 this public square aspect to
religious identity, and that's what I'm committedyetting right.

MS. TPPETT v ou know, Ithink what's alittle bit diflerent imhat you're doing is you're also saying,'l mindtofiended and upset by
that person's belief, but as long as it's not bemmpsed on me, that can't be a stumbling blodwtdiving with that person and working
with that person. | mean, here's asentence yoiewWE ven most ofthose who strongly believe dmstbody otherthan the most
riahteous oftheir reliaious tribe is bound fornetd hellfire do not aenerallv find it accentablaatice to send neonle there bv the
human hand."

MR, PATEL: That's exactly right. Il tell you astory ancethll tell you the larger dynamicthat 'mvenncemed about. | spend most
ofmy time obsening how religious people actuaiteract. | spend less of my time reading theoloeyause I'm primarily concerned
with how human beings can live together on eadtwwiat human beings write in books. And the MoBidyte School, which is a
leading training ground for 'We should convertiieslims' type evangelicals...

MS, TPPETT. Right. In Chicago, | believe.

MR.PATEL: |n Chicago, right down the street fom my ofié@d Moody Bible students would work at the caféntigext door, and I'd
walk in and order my moming mocha and, you knand lof hang out with these 21-year-old kids whoaygou know, training to
convert Muslims. And thev'd belike. 'So. man. koow. vou're here everv dav.what do vou do?' Amdike.'Oh. | run this interfaith
organization. We bring young people from difieregiiiions together, and they're like, 'To sprémddospel?' I'mlike, 'Well, kind of.
To build cooperation.' They'relike,'Oh.What woa, man?' And 'mlike,'I'ma Muslim." And theylike, 'Oh, yeah, Muslim. Yeah.
You know,we're leaming about Muslims. I'mlikéh-huh, yeah, I'ma realy deeply committed Mustmd my Muslimness is what
insnires me towolrk for cooperation. Thev're likéow. | don't hearthat much about that. Thagweool. thouah. You want whipoed
creamon your mocha?' So | know that they're bieinght at Moody. 'Evely time you come into conttth a Muslim, practice
converting them.' Right? But in their actual evewydeal life interaction, they don't do that. Ahdtts what I'm hoping to build on.

Now, ifl were to walk into Moody and say, "You tegtchange your curiculumand you better chang @tdy you believe about
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Muslims, forget about it, we're going to fight.tBil can find away ofinteracting with this Mopdible School kid in away that
enhances the common ground between us and saysaridd can have a conversation that's not abowecsion. I'mnot saying that
vou can'ttrv to convert me. I'miust savina et onlv have that conversation.' It's the sammthsav to Muslims and Jews when they
get in the same room. 'You know what, the conviersaibu've been taught to have is the Middle Efast.re taught to come in here and
start arquing about the Middle East. That conviersatxists. But let's not make that the only cossigon we can have.' And, Krista, I'll
tell you who's figured this out is conservativesatgelicals and Catholics work very hard togettmgsmife issues in America and go
theirsenarate wavs on the Iraa war.

MS. TPPETT well, and —yeah.
MR, pATEL. Now, how come...

MS, TPPETT. There is also this real theological divide. Buti'ye right, they're working togethervery pradijcahd eflectively on
issues they both care about.

MR, PATEL: Right. And, you know, this is, in some ways, theetfaith Y outh Core's ideas of interfaith worknsdeout of American

praamatism. which is. 'Let's look at the wavs peamtuallv interact and live and think and world bei's base what we do offofthat.
I'll tell you the danger here; the danger is thisegnely small group of people called religiou siiddrians.

MS. TPPETT Now, that's your phrase that you prefer to — vdwayou prefer that to? What are the words we wse/thu don't like?

MR. PATEL: well, for me, it's the best word, and you can alse "extremist” or "radical," but totalitarianismeans people who are
committed to condermming or converting or killincestbody who does not share their interpretaticth@if religious tradition. That's
what a totalitarian is. And it's drametically diatthan an evangelical orthan a conservatitieanra traditionalist. You can believe
that everybody except yourtiibe is not going targtheaven with you and still live in perfect peame harmony and be an excellent
neighbor.

mS. TPPETT Right. Right.

MR, PATEL: And once we start getting into changing other pesjpeliefs, | think that we're being presumptudw@so think we're not

being strateqic, because people aren't going t@leinto their doorifyou say, 'Guess what, ifigive me a seat at your dining room
table. 'maoina to trvto chanae the wav vou thabkut God. 'm aoina to meddle with the most mreithina in vour life.'

MS, TPPETT. oK. So this makes me think about attitudes tha¢baen adopted and accepted and what's inplitieim in the last few
decades. The ideaoftolerance did kind of mearytuaweren't supposed to believe things that weea critical of the person who was
difierent. And I'mwondering if there's somethinengrational happening. | mean, is there — or mitighiine fact that you're Muslim
and not Christian. You know, what is it that allovesi to be that much more generous about othelgdedieliefs and still want to carve
out this space where you can work with them?

MR PATEL: | think you're giving too much credit when you $ggnerous.” | think we are doing what works. Getthis right, getting

the wav reliaiouslv diverse peonle work with eatteo riaht is a metter of life and death. We haved what works. ] )
Ms. TIiPPETT. Interfaith Youth Core founder Eboo Patel. I'm kaiSippett, and this Bpeaking of Faith from American Public Media.

Today, "Religious P assion, Pluralism, and the Y gumgonversation with Eboo Patel,who's out tmmgeahe way young people of
faith relate to theirown religious traditions ahdse of others.

On July 7th of last year,bombs went offin Londdmansport systemkilling 52 people and injuringdireds of others during moming
rush hour. The suidde bonbers were four young ivfusien. Eboo P atel was deeply moved by this evehha wrote in th€hicago
Tribune, "I cannot stop staring at a map of central Londb@ one with the four explosions on it. Edgwaba® Aldgate, Russell
Square, Tavistock Square, it sounds like the #iyesf my regular trips to London when Iwas agetd student at Oxford University a
few years ago. The calmthose places provided attesed by agroup of young men who traced thegitdg e to the region ofthe
world where Iwas born, and who prayed in the slanguage | consider holy. A city | love was bombggeople my community

could have infuenced."

MR, PATEL: The problemis the disaffection ofa younger ogier of Muslims froman older generation.
MS. TPPETT veah, say some more about that.
MR. PATEL: Well,in the wake ofthe London bombings, the sesarthing that was said was by this eary twenivething, working-

classkidin Leeds in northem England. He sa@BBC reporter, ' The older generation and the yeunaneration don't talk the way
you think they should.' The older generation whae&om north Africa and south Asia and the P aEifst, their relationship to the
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tradition of Islam and how it translated into thedWis very diferent from how their kids experiete&ng both Muslim and Briton, or
Muslim and German, or Muslim and American. And@s&ama bin Ladens ofthe word understand that pmoffmenerational religio-
cultural aan. and thev exoloit it. So vou've aetshdisafiected kids sittina in a mosaue. and sodrestands up and savs. 'Whv are you
participating in the permissiveness ofthis Wesseriety when your brothers and sisters are gettinglered on the otherside ofthe
world?' And the older generation oftentimes hadigored out away to translate Islam such thaikes sense in a positive
constructive way.

MS. TPPETT. 50 that kind of statement is very compelling, ysaying, and that might be the most conpelinguage they've heard,
using Islam.

MR PATEL: That's exactly right. It's the most relevant |ampeithey've heard about Islamto their lives égithem a sense of power
and identitv. And we can provide the same thinoe&n. think about what the Montaomerv Imorovemessio&iation did for African-
Americans in Montgomery in 1955.Y ou know, peo e Oh, you know, religious violence is causegtwerty and oppression.'
Well, you know, blacks in Montgomery in 1955 weoepand oppressed, and they didn't kill other pedbhat did they do? They were
led on apath of constructive peace-building bexaosnebody shone the light on that path. So tlarbestheir religious identity.

MS. TPPETT And that's what you're doing, isn't it? Y ou'rendtiy a light on a diflerent path.

MR, PATEL: We're trying to shine thelight on it, and welvérty to walk it. We're trying to walk it. We'refiiring out there's alot of
folks ahead ofus, and there's a lot of folks wihand we're hoping that more and more join.

| take all reliaious violence. partticularlv violamcommitted bv Muslims unon anvbodv. but nerhameasllv other Muslims.verv
personally. And | wantto wake up oneday and meiehhat bein my newspaper. P erhaps, for me, fthe most profound teachings

of Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon Him, is thabtuiel go to the cave of Mount Hira every yeartayand to fast and to aive alms
tothepoor. And, of course, one fateful day inytear 610, he was visited by the angel Gabriel .afuel aripped himand said, "lara,
recite.” And the first words ofthe Ouran camernoauout of the Prophet's mouth. And he never ek to that cave. Helived the rest
ofhis life in the world building Islam. And thatlse only way that | can think ofliving is in thend, building interfaith cooperation
frommy Musliminspiration. That's the way thateliwith religious violence is just waking up amgliag, I'm doing something about
this.' And maybe all these other people who aeddgg something about this will one day end this.

Ms. TIPPETT. Eboo P atel is founder and executive director ef®hicago-based Interfaith Y outh Core. He is cteedif the book
Building the Interfaith Youth Movement. Here in dosing is an exchange that took placiedwne of his projects:

(Beginning of Inte faith Youth Cor e conversati on)
MR.PATEL: |wantto ask Aishawhat you think Adinahas taugfthis space, and, Adina, what you think Aisaataught in this
space.And, Aisha,why don't you go first.

A'SHA: its such ahuge question. | mean, I'vejust ehsp much about Judaismin terms ofthe practivebeliefs. But I think, more

spedficallv. I've leamed that Adina's iust like.rhknow it sounds. like. reallv simole. But reallmean. vou know.we don't reallv
have many difierences.

APNA- vou stole what Iwas going to say. Like, it wadlsepowerful for me to see, like, how pernvasivehhe faiths are. Like,
beyond the fact that we're friends and, like ghiatbortant, that we all can relate, but that ederg is interfaith, that there really isn't a
way wherevyou, like,draw the line. There's noemadh. It's not like it ends when you leave thisleirtt's not going to end when you
leave this group. Like, everything you can possimaine has another faith has a component todttreat was really profound.

Ms. TIPPETT. Contact us and share your thoughts at speakirtpafiy. Download an mp3 to yourdesktop or subgd our podcast,
to listen when you want whereveryou want.

As the fith anniversary of9/11 approaches wp#ak next week with scholar Seyyed Hossein Nassayiewe don't otten see orhear
fromtraditional Muslins in the Westem media. W&zeaking of Faithwould like to ask our listeners, especialy Muslito reflect on
the challenges ofthe last five years. How hagthigod affected you? What do you wish for Westetture and mediato understand
about yourtradition and your faith? Please, syaue perspective at speakingoffaith org.

The senior producer @eak ng of Faith is Mitch Hanley with producers Colleen Scheck dndy Abramson and editor Ken Hom. Our
Web producer is Trent Gilliss with assistance filmnifer Krause. Special thanks this week to théurers of Chicago Tonight on
WTIW in Chicago.Kate Moos is the managing prodwé&peaking of Faith. The executive produceris Bill Buzenberg, andltista
Tippett.
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